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Woldgate’s First Female rugby team

After only three full training 
sessions Woldgate School’s 
first ever girls rugby team 

laced up their boots and popped in 
their gum shields for the East York-
shire Rugby Union Girls Final Day at 
Driffield Rugby Club. Ten schools in 
total made the journey to Driffield 
with the goal of representing East 
Yorkshire in the regional finals. 
As a freshly formed team our girls 
had much more humble aspirations 
for the day of simply trying not to 

embarrass themselves, aspirations 
that they certainly surpassed.

Nerves were settle in the first 
seconds of the opening fixture 
against Kelvin Hall following a 
crunching tackle from Ellie Even-
nett. Match naivety led to Kelvin Hall 
taking an early lead of 15-0. Quick 
to respond Woldgate scored two 
tries both from Alex Gill-Renwick 
who used her pace to scythe holes 
in the Kelvin Hall defence to touch 

down 15-10. With moments left on 
the clock and Woldgate dominating 
territory and possession a series of 
strong runs was finished off by Erin 
Hansen crossing the line to tie the 
game at 15-15 as the final whistle 
sounded.

Slightly more confident after getting 
some competitive rugby 
under their belts the girls 
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Congratulations!

Continued on page 3...
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Key dates

summer term

11th april - 27th may 2016

6th June - 22nd July 2016

staFF training 
days

25th & 26th July 2016

internal exam WeeKs

year 7
W/c 13th June 2016

year 8
W/c 6th June 2016

year 9
W/c 23rd may 2016

year 10
W/c 27th June 2016

It was an absolute pleasure to visit lessons this week. At 
the beginning of the week, I walked around school and 
had the pleasure of seeing teachers actively engaged in 

leading lessons, moving around the classroom, equipped 
with resources, leading pupils through planned activities and 
following our six part lesson structure. I am also thoroughly 
enjoying our Friday Staff Briefings, where colleagues share 
activities, ideas and resources they have used in their own 
classroom. We will shortly be approaching our fiftieth pres-

entation and the brilliant ideas keep coming.

We have since the end of last term and continuing this term, seen many 
clubs, activities and visits taking place in school. As you will have read in 
last week’s newsletter, we celebrated Shakespeare’s 400th anniversary. It 
was an absolute joy to walk around school to see the many quotations from 
his different plays strategically placed on classroom doors, the entrances 
to classrooms and on office doors. It brought the Bard to life, and with 
the English Department taking the lead, our pupils were immersed in the 
writings of one of our greatest poets and playwrights. The costumes worn 
by staff on Friday took dressing up into a different league. This was then 
followed by our 50th Newsletter and a celebration of our Performing Arts 
status; a showcase of the many activities our young people are participating 
in every week. Within the past few weeks, our pupils have attended a Civil 
War re-enactment, taken part in Mathematics challenges, participated in 
the Dove workshop and gone on a Geography visit to look at coastal erosion. 
Not to mention, completing coursework in Design Technology, undertaking 
successful moderation in Media, Physical Education and Drama and complet-
ing examinations in Art.

Since returning after Easter, like most schools, we have reverted to our 
summer uniform code. I often find this period within schools interesting, 
as expectations are revised and communicated, it provides an insight into 
whether, as a school or a community, we can work together, with each indi-
vidual seeking to ensure they play their part in making certain standards 
are maintained. As I stood in the corridor at lesson changeovers, it was 
impressive to see pupils walking past looking smart. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank pupils, parents and my colleagues for your support in 
raising our expectations and standards.

In addition we are working hard to prepare our young people for their final 
examinations. If you are the parent of a pupil in Year 11, then I do hope the 
additional studies programme we e-mailed last week was helpful in discuss-
ing with your son or daughter which session they should attend. Pupils will 
also have been given a copy in assembly on Monday. It is wonderful to see so 
many opportunities available to our pupils to help them revise and I am very 
grateful to my colleagues for giving freely of their time at lunchtimes and 
after school to make this happen.

It is, therefore, a very busy time, but the pleasure of working with young 
people and being part of this very special community reminds me every day 
of just what a privilege it is to lead this school.

Do have an enjoyable weekend.

Welcome

HeadteaCHer’s WelCome

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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faced a much more 
experienced side 

in Rydale including a number of club 
and representative players. Despite 
a tremendous showing of commit-
ment and endeavour in defence the 
full time whilst was blown with the 
score line a flattering 25-0 to Rydale. 

Perhaps the most impressive 
moment of the day was how the 
team picked themselves up from 
the defeat against Rydale and use 
the experience to galvanise their 
team spirit and performances in 
the remaining two fixtures. After 
another poor start against Scalby 
the girls were 10-0 down as was the 
theme of the day a strong second 
half got the girls back into the game 
with a score from Tilly East. As with 
the first game, the clock had run 
dead and with the final play of the 
game captain Gill-Renwick received 
the ball at the half way line and 
stepped passed a defender and 
broke through the defensive line 
for a 30m run in to tie the game. The 
final game of the day started as the 
previous ones had 10-0 down after 
5 minutes. True to their past form 
the girls resolve and desire dragged 
them back into the game. Olivia 

Richardson, emulating her older 
brother, picked from the base of a 
ruck to outpace the cover defence 
to touch down in the corner to make 
it 10-5. Tilly East got her second of 
the day moment later to bring the 
scores level. A momentary lapse in 
concentration meant that the girls 
were in the same predicament; no 
time left on the clock and one try 
down. Molly Wright from the restart 
got her hands on the ball and with 
her trademark direct running broke 
a tackle and crashed over the try line 
from 20m out to again tie the game 
at the final whistle.

The girls wrapped up their day with 
a chat and a picture opportunity 
with England Rugby star and World 
Cup Winner. Losing just one game 
to the eventual tournament cham-
pions having just had three training 
sessions is a testament to how well 
the girls have done and how quickly 
they have picked the game up. The 
bus journey home was a barrage of 
questions; When is our next game? 
Can we get our own kit? Can we train 
twice a week? Perhaps there will be 
a future World Cup Winner among 
them!

noticeboard

...from front page.

HeadteaCHer’s 
aWard

year 7
Jenny courtney

leon mainprize

year 8
Jack Wright

connor emery

year 9
amy alexander

rex veySey

emma Salter

year 10
alex pilkington

rachel allott

year 11
eva peart

alicia renFree

‘HarmoniCs’ Win u16 PoCKlington’s got talent

On Monday 25th April, Daisy Allen, Sophie Burn, Charlotte Greg-
ory, Megan Preece and Megan Waite took part in ‘Pocklington’s 
Got Talent’ which has been help for the last few years. After many  

rehearsals they prepared and performed ‘Lean on Me’ a capella. Their hard 
work paid off as they were awarded first place with a prize of £100. They 
have now been invited to perform at the Mayor Making ceremony on the 
20th May along with other events in the near future that they are very much 
looking forward to. 
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Throughout the school year, our Lower School pupils 
participate in a range of extra-curricular activities and 
events that help to develop their understanding and 

appreciation of a range of academic, cultural and sports-re-
lated activities. The purpose of these events is to give our 
pupils the opportunity to learn, experience and take part in 
activities that enrich their education, develop their character 
and contribute to their wider knowledge of the world. These 
enrichment activities take place at least once every half 
term, and are planned and coordinated by the Head of Care & 

Achievements to ensure a broad range of activities are covered throughout 
the year.

Already this year, our Lower School pupils have enjoyed a range of enrich-
ment activities, including inter-form quizzes, sports competitions and talks 
from community volunteering organisations. This week, our Year 7 and Year 
8 pupils have had the opportunity to experience a concert performed by 
our school orchestra. The concert included a mix of classic tunes, film scores 
and popular music to appeal to all tastes. During the concert, pupils were 
introduced to each instrument in the orchestra whilst also learning about 
each piece of music. Year 7 and Year 8 pupils enjoyed the concert, and I hope 
that some pupils might be inspired to begin learning an instrument. Please 
contact our office if you are interested in lessons.

Our Year 9 pupils are planning to take part in a ‘bake off’ to see who can 
produce the best cake. This event will be a great opportunity for our pupils 
to take part in a friendly competition whilst using the skills and methods they 
have learnt in their lessons. I know that there are many skilled bakers in Year 
9 so I am looking forward to sampling each entry! Enrichment opportunities 
like these help to inspire our pupils, develop their skills and enthusiasm for 
learning and expand their horizons whilst taking part in fun activities. 

mr sloman Writes:

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL

loWer School

Key dates
S u m m e r  t e r m  2 0 1 6

year 7
29th June

hiStory viSit to helmSley

1St July

hiStory viSit to helmSley

6th July

the big Sing

13th July

parentS’ evening

year 8
12th may

charity StallS

6th June

exam Week

20th - 23rd June

geography coaStal FieldWork

4th July

parentS evening

6th July

teen-tech Stem viSit

year 9
3rd may

yorkShire cup cricket match

23rd may

exam Week

9th June

rS viSit - beth Shalom

13th June

inJectionS

15th July

careerS viSit to hull univerSity

20th & 21St July

enterprize day

yorK City FC u14

William Snook 9LJB, was part of the York City FC U14s’ team who 
toured Holland during the Easter holidays. Although they were 
U14s, the team played in the elite U15 category.

The boys excelled over the 2 days and won their competition, beating all the 
other teams in their six games and only conceding two goals.

Will said that it was an unforgettable experience for him and the best bit 
“was winning”. The squad also recently paraded the trophy around York 
City's stadium at half time at the home game vs Leyton Orient. Let’s hope 
that their success 
rubs off on York 
City. Well done, 
Will; we’re proud 
of you!
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Since the start of the Summer Term, it has been fantas-
tic to talk to some of our Upper School pupils and have 
conversations about all the activities they are involved 

in outside of the classroom.

The girl’s rugby team are full of enthusiasm and showing 
great promise as they come together as a team; you can 
read more about this elsewhere in the newsletter. Congrat-
ulations also to Rebecca Hill who will be representing York-
shire’s U18 tennis squad; I look forward to hearing more 

about her sporting successes in the near future.

It has been very evident that the majority of our Year 11 pupils are now 
following some excellent revision plans. It has been lovely to call into their 
tutor groups in a morning and see them making good use of any time they 
can, whether it being to create revision materials or to make use of their 
Form Tutor’s expertise with some extra help and guidance. 

Lastly, a big thank you to our Year 10 parents who attended Parents’ Evening 
on Tuesday. It was lovely to talk to so many of you and I’m looking forward 
to supporting Mrs Atkinson in looking after the pupils in her year group 
along their journey to the end of Year 11.

ms longstaFF Writes:
upper School

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

Key dates
S u m m e r  t e r m  2 0 1 6

year 10
27th June

year 10 exam Week

20th July

priSon me no Way

year 11
13th may

celebration aFternoon

16th may

gcSe examS Start

10th June

Study leave StartS

14th June

gcSe & btec art open evening

tennis suCCess

Rebecca Hill was recently 
selected to represent Yorkshire 
in the under 18’s squad for the 

National County Cup competition. 
The Yorkshire team were victorious 
& gained promotion back to Division 
One, with the competition likely to 
be held at Bath next year.

Rebecca also earned a place in the 
under 16’s Winter National Tour 
Finals at The National Tennis Centre 
in London. She managed to reach 
the quarter finals before losing to 
the number two seed.

Rebecca is now looking forward to 
competing in the British Tour event 
at Newcastle. She also plays locally 
for Pocklington Tennis Club in their 
Division 1 York League Team & Divi-
sion 1 Mixed Team.
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exPedition training WeeKend
Mr Hardie writes:

Last weekend we took 13 Sixth Form students to Castleton in the Peak District; this was for their training weekend 
in preparation for their upcoming expedition to Malawi. 

When the students go to Malawi in the summer they will be leading the expedition, making decisions, looking after 
the budget, organising meals, transport and accommodation. This weekend was to help get them ready for this 
experience as much as possible and even though we couldn’t replicate the weather that we should hopefully get in 
Malawi the students were put in charge of organising what to eat, looking after the budget, buying the food and 
cooking it.

Over the course of the weekend students were put through their paces to check their fitness. They were given train-
ing in a variety of things such as emergency first aid and use of various equipment that they will need on expedition 
and spent time discussing scenarios that we may encounter while in Malawi. I was very impressed by how well they 
all did and it was great to see how they worked together as a team despite the testing conditions on both Friday and 
Saturday evening.

The excitement about the expedition is certainly growing and I am confident that this team will be able 
to deal with the challenges they will face. Well done to everybody who took part, next stop Malawi!

I am always incredibly proud of the Sixth Form students 
at Woldgate, and this week has been no exception. It was 
wonderful to speak to those students who had taken 

part in the Malawi training expedition at the weekend. The 
staff involved were extremely impressed with how well the 
students coped with the adverse weather conditions with-
out fuss, and really supported each other throughout the 
weekend. The students had a fantastic time and can’t wait 
for the real thing in July: you can read more about the expe-

dition below. I am also extremely proud of two of our Year 12 students, who 
have both been offered a place on the Rotary Youth Leadership Award. 
Callum Ross and James Madeley will be joining Beth Durrant-Walker in the 
summer on this week-long residential which aims to develop the leadership 
skills of young adults. Students will be placed in challenging situations to 
help develop leadership and team bonding skills and to increase personal 
confidence. To have three students selected from the same institution is 
unusual and speaks very highly of the quality of the students at Woldgate 
Sixth Form College.

mrs laWson Writes:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

Sixth Form

Key dates
S u m m e r  t e r m  2 0 1 6

13th may

year 12 Study leave beginS

13th may

year 13 leaverS aFternoon

16th may

aS examS Start

18th may

a2 examS Start

15th June

a2 induction aFternoon

17th June

year 12 ucaS convention

27th June

Sixth Form induction day

28th June

year 12 phySicS viSit - Jodrell bank

4th - 5th July

buSineSS viSit to london
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sHaKesPeare WeeK
Woldgate pupils are well-educated in the bard! 
Mrs Wilson from the TCLI team writes:

Last week at Woldgate saw pupils and staff celebrat-
ing the 400th Anniversary of the birth and death 
of one of the world’s greatest writers. When I was 

at school in the 80’s I was always told about how good 
Shakespeare was, but sadly we were presented with 
very little evidence for this as we spent long, weary 
afternoons slumped at our desks, reading King Lear and 
Hamlet out loud, mangling both sense and language.

The reliving of Shakespeare was far livelier at Woldgate 
last week, with staff dressing up in costume, assemblies 
have cultivated engagement and competitive tasks 
have been set during registrations with Form groups 
competing to win first place for their very own Shake-
speare beards and certificates which were presented in 
assemblies this week!

Bringing Shakespeare’s cultural legacy to life was one 
of the main tasks the Teaching and Learning Team at 
Woldgate wanted to do and they had great fun planning the Registration activities. The ‘Masquerade Making Task’ 
resulted in some very creative and inspiring face masks. ‘Insults’ between Forms were taken in a light -hearted 
fashion as they weren’t too insulting and were more humorous. The sketches that went with these were equally 

as funny. Imagine the results of Forms trying to draw a 
‘mangled swag-bellied foot-licker’ or a ‘puking milk-liv-
ered measle’!!! The last task in registration were quot-
ing famous lines from Shakespeare to see if pupils could 
recall famous lines and quotes that we use in everyday 
life.

Shakespeare Week has been a great success and is 
a new calendared event that will unite Woldgate, 
other schools, theatres, galleries, museums, cinemas, 
libraries, musicians, publishers and historic places in a 
nationwide celebration of Shakespeare’s cultural and 
creative influence.

Who knows what imaginative ways staff will come up with next year to engage pupils with Shakespeare and his rich 
creative legacy. Watch this space...
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Care & aCHievement 
Co-ordinators

MrS r BoUrne
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS c wrigHt
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator 
Upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S BUtcHer
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator 
Lower ScHooL

07790 351283

Please sHare
If you would like to share pupils’ achievements in the 
community with us, then please feel free to email Mr 
Ben Wall at: ben.wall@woldgate.eriding.net
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